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Many Americans are still shying away from EVs despite Biden’s push, 
an AP-NORC/EPIC poll finds 


Jose Valdez, 45, who owns three EVs, leaves a charging station in his Mustang Mach-E, Thursday, May 9, 2024, in San Antonio. 
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Many Americans are still shying away from EVs despite Biden's 
push, an AP-NORC/EPIC poll finds 


From Front 


By MATTHEW DALY and 
LINLEY SANDERS 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Many 
Americans still aren't sold on 
going electric for their next 
car purchase. High prices 
and a lack of easy-to-find 
charging stations are major 
sticking points, a new poll 
shows. 
About 4 in 10 U.S. adults 
say they would be at least 
somewhat likely to buy an 
EV the next time they buy a 
car, according to the poll by 
The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Re- 
search and the Energy Policy 
Institute at the University of 
Chicago, while 46% say they 
are not too likely or not at all 
likely to purchase one. 
The poll results, which echo 
an AP-NORC poll from last 
year, show that President Joe 
Biden's election-year plan to 
dramatically raise EV sales is 
running into resistance from 
American drivers. Only 13% 
of U.S. adults say they or 
someone in their household 
owns or leases a gas-hybrid 
car, and just 9% own or lease 
an electric vehicle. 
Caleb Jud of Cincinnati said 
he's considering an EV, but 
may end up with a plug-in 
hybrid — if he goes elec- 
tric. While Cincinnati winters 
aren't extremely cold, "the 
thought of getting stuck in 
the driveway with an EV that 
won't run is worrisome, and 
I know it wouldn't be an is- 
sue with a plug-in hybrid," he 
said. Freezing temperatures 
can slow chemical reactions 
in EV batteries, depleting 
power and reducing driv- 
ing range. 
A new rule from the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency 
requires that about 56% of 
all new vehicle sales be elec- 
tric by 2032, along with at 
least 13% plug-in hybrids or 


other partially electric cars. 
Auto companies are invest- 
ing billions in factories and 
battery technology in an ef- 
fort to speed up the switch 
to EVs to cut pollution, fight 
climate change — and meet 
the deadline. 
EVs are a key part of Biden's 
climate agenda. Repub- 
licans led by presumptive 
nominee Donald Trump are 
turning it into a campaign 
issue. 
Younger people are more 
open to eventually purchas- 
ing an EV than older adults. 
More than half of those un- 
der 45 say they are at least 
"somewhat" likely to consider 
an EV purchase. About 32% 
of those over 45 are some- 
what likely to buy an EV, the 
poll shows. 
But only 21% of U.S. adults say 
they are "very" or "extremely" 
likely to buy an EV for their 
next car, according to the 
poll, and 21% call it some- 
what likely. Worries about 
cost are widespread, as are 
other practical concerns. 
Range anxiety – the idea 


that EVs cannot go far 
enough on a single charge 
and may leave a driver 
stranded — continues to be 
a major reason why many 
Americans do not purchase 
electric vehicles. 
About half of U.S. adults cite 
worries about range as a ma- 
jor reason not to buy an EV. 
About 4 in 10 say a major 
strike against EVs is that they 
take too long to charge or 
they don't know of any pub- 
lic charging stations nearby. 
Concern about range is 
leading some to consider 
gas-engine hybrids, which 
allow driving even when 
the battery runs out. Jud, a 
33-year-old operations spe- 
cialist and political indepen- 
dent, said a hybrid "is more 
than enough for my about- 
town shopping, dropping my 
son off at school'' and other 
uses. 
With EV prices declining, 
cost would not be a factor, 
Jud said — a minority view 
among those polled. Nearly 
6 in 10 adults cite cost as a 
major reason why they would 


not purchase an EV. 
Price is a bigger concern 
among older adults. 
The average price for a new 
EV was $52,314 in February, 
according to Kelley Blue 
Book. That's down by 12.8% 
from a year earlier, but still 
higher than the average 
price for all new vehicles of 
$47,244, the report said. 
Jose Valdez of San Antonio 
owns three EVs, including a 
new Mustang Mach-E. With 
a tax credit and other incen- 
tives, the sleek new car cost 
about $49,000, Valdez said. 
He thinks it's well worth the 
money. 
"People think they cost an 
arm and a leg, but once they 
experience (driving) an EV, 
they'll have a different mind- 
set,'' said Valdez, a retired 
state maintenance worker. 
The 45-year-old Republican 
said he does not believe in 
climate change. "I care more 
about saving green" dollars, 
he said, adding that he loves 
the EV's quiet ride and the 
fact he doesn't have to pay 
for gas or maintenance. EVs 


have fewer parts than gas- 
powered cars and generally 
cost less to maintain. Valdez 
installed his home charger 
himself for less than $700 and 
uses it for all three family cars, 
the Mustang and two older 
Ford hybrids. 
With a recently purchased 
converter, he can also 
charge at a nearby Tesla 
supercharger station, Val- 
dez said. 
About half of those who say 
they live in rural areas cite 
lack of charging infrastruc- 
ture as a major factor in not 
buying an EV, compared 
with 4 in 10 of those living in 
urban communities. 
Daphne Boyd, of Ocala, Flor- 
ida, has no interest in owning 
an EV. There are few public 
chargers near her rural home 
"and EVs don't make any 
environmental sense," she 
said, citing precious metals 
that must be mined to make 
batteries, including in some 
countries that rely on child 
labor or other unsafe condi- 
tions. She also worries that 
heavy EV batteries increase 
wear-and-tear on tires and 
make the cars less efficient. 
Experts say extra battery 
weight can wear on tires 
but say proper maintenance 
and careful driving can ex- 
tend tire life. 
Boyd, a 54-year-old Republi- 
can and self-described farm 
wife, said EVs may eventually 
make economic and envi- 
ronmental sense, but "they're 
not where they need to be" 
to convince her to buy one 
now or in the immediate fu- 
ture. 
Ruth Mitchell, a novelist from 
Eureka Springs, Arkansas, 
loves her 2017 Chevy Volt, 
a plug-in hybrid that can 
go about 50 miles on bat- 
tery power before the gas 
engine takes over. "It's won- 
derful — quiet, great pickup, 
cheap to drive. I rave about 
it on Facebook," she said.q 


President Joe Biden listens during an event in the South Court Auditorium in the Eisenhower 
Executive Office Building on the White House complex, Feb. 22, 2022, in Washington. 
Associated Press 
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House passes proposal sanctioning top war-crimes court after it 
sought Netanyahu arrest warrant 


By FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
House passed legislation 
Tuesday that would sanc- 
tion the International Crimi- 
nal Court for requesting 
arrest warrants for Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu and other Israeli 
officials. 
The 247-155 vote amounts 
to Congress' first legislative 
rebuke of the war crimes 
court since its stunning de- 
cision last month to seek ar- 
rest warrants for the lead- 
ers of Israel and Hamas. 
The move was widely de- 
nounced in Washington, 
creating a rare moment of 
unity on Israel even as par- 
tisan divisions over the war 
with Hamas intensified. 
While the House bill was ex- 
pected to pass Tuesday, it 
managed to attract only 
modest Democratic sup- 
port, despite an outpouring 
of outrage at the court's 
decision, dulling its chanc- 
es in the Senate. The White 
House opposes the legisla- 
tion, calling it overreach. 
Both the Republican and 
Democratic leaders of the 
House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee acknowledged the 
bill in question is unlikely to 
become law and left the 
door open to further ne- 
gotiation with the White 
House. They said it would 
be better for Congress 
to be united against the 
Hague-based court. 
"We're always strongest, 
particularly on this commit- 
tee, when we speak with 
one voice as one nation, 
in this case to the ICC and 
to the judges," GOP Rep. 
Mike McCaul, chair of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee, 
said during House debate. 
"A partisan messaging bill 
was not my intention here 
but that is where we are." 
State Department spokes- 
person Matt Miller reiter- 
ated the administration's 
opposition to the sanctions 
bill. 
"We have made clear that 
while we oppose the de- 
cision taken by the pros- 
ecutor of the ICC, we don't 
think it is appropriate, espe- 
cially while there are ongo- 
ing investigations inside Is- 


rael looking at somebody's 
very same questions, and 
we were willing to work 
with Congress on what a 
response might look like 
but we don't support sanc- 
tions," Miller said. 
The House bill would apply 
sweeping economic sanc- 
tions and visa restrictions 
to individuals and judges 
associated with the ICC, 
including their family mem- 
bers. Democrats labeled 
the approach as "overly 
broad," warning it could 
ensnare Americans and 
U.S. companies that do im- 
portant work with the court. 
"This bill would have a chill- 
ing effect on the ICC as 
an institution which could 
hamper the court's efforts 
to prosecute the dubious 
atrocities that have been 
perpetrated in many plac- 
es around the world, from 
Ukraine to Uganda," said 
Rep. Gregory Meeks, the 
top Democrat on the For- 
eign Affairs Committee. 
The legislation reprimand- 
ing the ICC was just the 
latest show of support from 
House Republicans for Is- 
rael since the Oct. 7 attack 
by Hamas that ignited the 
war. 
Republicans 
have 
held several votes related 
to Israel in recent months, 
highlighting 
divisions 
among Democrats over 
support for the U.S. ally. 
Congressional 
leaders 
have invited Netanyahu 
to address a joint meeting 
of Congress this summer, 
which is likely to further in- 
flame tensions over Israel's 
handling of the war. Many 
Democrats are expected 
to boycott the speech. 
Both the ICC and the Unit- 
ed Nations' highest court, 
the International Court of 
Justice, have begun to in- 
vestigate allegations that 
both Israel and Hamas 
have committed genocide 
during the seven-month 
war. 
Last month, ICC's prosecu- 
tor, Karim Khan, accused 
Netanyahu, 
his 
defense 
minister Yoav Gallant, and 
three Hamas leaders — Ya- 
hya Sinwar, Mohammed 
Deif and Ismail Haniyeh — 
of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity in the 


Gaza Strip and Israel. 
Netanyahu and other Is- 
raeli leaders condemned 
the ICC's move as dis- 


graceful and antisemitic. 
President Joe Biden and 
members of Congress also 
lambasted the prosecutor 
and supported Israel's right 
to defend itself. 
Israel is not a member of 
the court, so even if the 
arrest warrants are issued, 
Netanyahu and Gallant do 
not face any immediate 
risk of prosecution. But the 
threat of arrest could make 
it difficult for Israeli leaders 
to travel abroad. 
"Failing to act here in the 
Congress would make us 
complicit with the ICC's il- 
legitimate actions and we 
must not stay silent," Mc- 
Caul said. "We must stand 
with our allies."q 


Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, front, attends a 
wreath-laying ceremony marking Holocaust Remembrance 
Day in the Hall of Remembrance at Yad Vashem, the World 
Holocaust Remembrance Centre, in Jerusalem, Israel, on May 
6, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Southwest U.S. to bake in first heat wave of season, and records 
may fall with highs topping 110 


By SCOTT SONNER and ANITA 
SNOW 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — The first heat 
wave of the season is bring- 
ing triple-digit temperatures 
earlier than usual to much 
of the U.S. Southwest, where 
forecasters warned residents 
Tuesday to brace for danger- 
ously hot conditions. 
By Wednesday much of an 
area stretching from south- 
east California to central 
Arizona will see "easily their 
hottest" weather since last 
September, and record daily 
highs will be in jeopardy, the 
National Weather Service 
said. 
Excessive heat warnings 
were issued for Wednesday 
morning through Friday eve- 
ning for parts of southern 
Nevada and Arizona, with 
highs expected to top 110 
degrees Fahrenheit (43.3 
Celsius) in Las Vegas and 
Phoenix. The unseasonably 
hot weather was expected 
to spread northward and 
make its way into parts of the 
Pacific Northwest by the end 
of the week. 
"We're looking at high tem- 
peratures well in the 90s 
and 
100s, 
temperatures 
well above average for the 
time of year — some spots 
as much as 10 to 20 degrees 
above average," said Marc 
Chenard, an NWS meteorol- 
ogist Marc Chenard in Col- 
lege Park, Maryland. 
The hot temperatures' persis- 
tence over several days, with 


even nights staying warm, 
will increase the impact, he 
added. 
On Monday the U.S. Border 
Patrol reported that four mi- 
grants died last weekend 
from heat-related causes 
while attempting to cross into 
the country in southeast New 
Mexico, near El Paso, Texas. 
Anthony Good, the agency's 
El Paso sector chief, urged 
migrants not to risk the ex- 
treme heat. 
"The desert environment is 
extremely unforgiving, es- 
pecially during the summer 
months," Good said. "We 
urge anyone considering 
crossing illegally to under- 
stand the severe risks in- 


volved." 
Fire crews will be on high 
alert especially in Arizona, 
where fire restrictions went 
into effect before Memo- 
rial Day in some areas and 
will be ordered by Thursday 
across much of the western 
and south-central parts of 
the state, authorities said. 
Fire forecasters at the South- 
west Coordination Center in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
said typically it does not get 
this hot until mid- or late June. 
"It does seem like Mother Na- 
ture is turning up the heat on 
us a little sooner than usual," 
said Tiffany Davila, a spokes- 
person for the Arizona De- 
partment of Forestry and Fire 


Management. 
"We can't back down from 
a fire just because it's push- 
ing 113 degrees outside. But 
we do keep a close eye on 
everybody in the field. Make 
sure they are keeping hydrat- 
ed and taking more breaks 
than they normally would," 
she said. 
Monday highs reached 110 F 
(43.3 C) at Death Valley Na- 
tional Park in California near 
the Nevada line, 103 F (39.4 
C) in Phoenix and 105 F (40.5 
C) in Needles, California. 
In Las Vegas, which topped 
out at 103 F (39.4 C) that day, 
the mercury was forecast to 
hit at least 108 F (42.2 C) on 
Wednesday and could then 


go even higher, according 
to the NWS. 
"A new record high looks al- 
most certain for Las Vegas 
on Thursday with an 80% 
chance of reaching 112 de- 
grees (44.4 C). This would tie 
the earliest date for reaching 
110 degrees (43.3 C) which 
previously occurred June 6, 
2010," the weather service 
said Tuesday. 
Forecast highs for Thursday 
included 120 F (48.8 C) at Fur- 
nace Creek in Death Valley 
and 113 F (45 C) in Phoenix, 
the latter of which would 
break a record high for the 
date of 111 F (43.8 C), set 
in 2016. 
Last summer the city saw a 
record 31 straight days of at 
least 110 degrees F (43.3 C), 
stretching from the last day 
of June through the entire 
month of July. At least 400 of 
the year's 645 heat-related 
deaths were during that pe- 
riod. 
Phoenix, Maricopa County 
and Arizona state officials 
are striving to better protect 
people from ever higher tem- 
peratures. Those most in dan- 
ger from the heat are people 
outdoors, especially home- 
less people in downtown ar- 
eas who often lack sufficient 
access to things like water, 
shade and air conditioning. 
This year governments are 
setting aside more money to 
keep cooling stations open 
longer and on weekends, 
including two that will stay 
open overnight.q 


People cool off in misters along the Las Vegas Strip, Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in Las Vegas. 
Associated Press 


Chicago police tweak mass arrests policy 
ahead of Democratic National Convention 


By SOPHIA TAREEN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago 
Police Superintendent Larry 


Snelling on Tuesday touted 
the nation's second-largest 
police department as fully 
prepared to handle crowds 
of protesters expected dur- 
ing the Democratic Nation- 
al Convention, including 
new ways to handle pos- 
sible mass arrests. Law en- 
forcement agencies have 
been planning for more 
than a year for the August 
convention that is expected 
to draw an estimated 50,000 
visitors and massive protests. 
"Make no mistake, we are 
ready," Snelling said during 


a news conference along- 
side U.S. Secret Service Di- 
rector Kimberly Cheatle. 
Chicago police have re- 
ceived fresh de-escalation 
training, while about 3,000 
officers 
are 
undergoing 
specialized training to "re- 
spond directly to civil unrest 
and the possibility of riots," 
according to Snelling. 
Proposed changes to the 
way police deal with mass 
arrests, which are still being 
finalized, include more su- 
pervisor review onsite and 
debriefings afterward to 


see what worked and what 
didn't. 
"Mass arrest is a last resort," 
Snelling said. "But we know 
the realities of these types of 
situations, especially when 
the number of people we're 
expecting 
to 
converge 
upon Chicago is inevitable 
that there is a possibility for 
vandalism. There is a pos- 
sibility for violence, and we 
are prepared to deal with 
that." 
The department has been in 
the spotlight for its handling 
of large-scale events. q 


Chicago Police Superintendent Larry Snelling responds to a 
question as U.S. Secret Service Director Kimberly Cheatle, 
left, listens during a news conference about the upcoming 
Democratic National Convention on Tuesday, June 4, 2024, in 
Chicago. 
Associated Press 
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U.S. urges UN Security Council to support cease-fire plan in Gaza 
announced by President Biden 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The United States urged 
the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil on Monday to support 
the three-phase plan an- 
nounced by President Joe 
Biden aimed at ending the 
nearly eight-month war in 
Gaza, freeing all hostages 
and sending massive aid 
into the devastated terri- 
tory. 
U.S. 
Ambassador 
Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield said the 
United States circulated a 
draft resolution to the 14 
other council members to 
back the proposal for end- 
ing the conflict that began 
with Hamas' surprise attack 
in southern Israel on Oct. 7 
that killed some 1,200 peo- 
ple, mostly Israeli civilians. 
"Numerous 
leaders 
and 
governments, including in 
the region, have endorsed 
this plan and we call on 
the Security Council to join 
them in calling for imple- 
mentation of this deal with- 
out delay and without fur- 
ther conditions," she said in 
a statement. 
The brief draft resolution, 
obtained by The Associ- 
ated 
Press, 
would 
wel- 
come the May 31 deal an- 
nounced by Biden and call 
on Hamas "to accept it fully 
and implement its terms 
without delay and without 
condition." Hamas has said 
it views the proposal "posi- 


tively." 
It makes no mention of Is- 
raeli acceptance of the 
deal. 
When Biden made the an- 
nouncement he called it 
an Israeli offer that includes 
an "enduring cease-fire" 
and Israeli withdrawal from 
Gaza if Hamas releases all 
hostages it is holding. 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu told his 
hardline governing partners 
Monday the proposal an- 
nounced by Biden would 
meet Israel's goal of de- 
stroying Hamas, according 
to local media. The ultrana- 


tionalists have threatened 
to bring down his govern- 
ment if Netanyahu agrees 
to a deal that doesn't elimi- 
nate Hamas. 
Netanyahu 
told 
parlia- 
ment's Foreign Affairs and 
Defense 
Committee 
on 
Monday that Biden gave 
an outline of the deal but 
not all the details, and he 
said there are "gaps." 
Biden said the first phase of 
the proposed deal would 
last for six weeks and in- 
clude a "full and complete 
cease-fire," a withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from all popu- 
lated areas of Gaza and 


the release of some hos- 
tages, including women, 
the elderly and the wound- 
ed, in exchange for the re- 
lease of hundreds of Pales- 
tinian prisoners. 
American hostages would 
be released at this stage, 
and remains of hostag- 
es who have been killed 
would be returned to their 
families. There would be a 
surge in humanitarian as- 
sistance, with 600 trucks a 
day entering Gaza. 
In the second phase, all the 
rest of the living hostages 
would be released, includ- 
ing soldiers, and Israeli forc- 


es would withdraw from 
Gaza. Biden said if Hamas 
lives up to its commitments, 
the temporary cease-fire 
would become a "cessa- 
tion of hostilities perma- 
nently." 
About 250 people, mainly 
Israeli civilians, were ab- 
ducted on Oct. 7, then 
more than 100 were freed 
in a short truce in late No- 
vember and early Decem- 
ber. Israel says about 80 
hostages are believed to 
still be captive, alongside 
the remains of about 43 
others. 
Israeli bombardments and 
ground offensives in Gaza, 
which Hamas has ruled, 
have 
killed 
more 
than 
36,000 
Palestinians, 
ac- 
cording to Gaza's Health 
Ministry, which does not dis- 
tinguish between combat- 
ants and civilians. 
The third phase of the 
plan announced by Biden 
calls for the start of a ma- 
jor reconstruction of Gaza, 
which faces decades of re- 
building from devastation 
caused by the war. 
The draft resolution stresses 
the importance of Israel 
and Hamas adhering to 
the deal once it is agreed 
to, "with the aim of bringing 
about a permanent cessa- 
tion of hostilities, and calls 
upon all member states 
and the United Nations to 
support 
its 
implementa- 
tion." q 


People speak during a Security Council meeting about the war in Gaza at United Nations 
headquarters, Wednesday, May 29, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Any French military in Ukraine would be a 
‘legitimate target’ for Russian forces, Lavrov says 


By LOUIS PATRICK OKAMBA 
Associated Press 
OYO, Republic of Congo 
(AP) — Any French military 
instructors in Ukraine would 
be a "legitimate target" for 
Russian armed forces, Russia's 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lav- 
rov said Tuesday during a tour 
of Africa, where frustration 
with the West has swayed 
several countries toward 
Moscow. 
Lavrov made the remarks at 
joint news conference with 
the Republic of Congo's For- 
eign Minister Jean Claude 
Gakosso. 
"As for the French instructors, 


I think they are already on 
the Ukrainian territory," Lavrov 
said, referring to the military 
instructors that France could 
send to train Ukrainian troops. 
"Regardless of their status, mil- 
itary officials or mercenaries 
represent a legitimate target 
for our armed forces." 
Ukraine's top commander 
said last week he had signed 
paperwork allowing French 
military instructors to access 
Ukrainian training centers 
soon. But French President 
Emmanuel Macron said last 
week he would not comment 
on "rumors or decisions that 
could be made." He said he 


would elaborate on France's 
support during the 80th an- 
niversary commemorations 
of D-Day later this week. 
Macron's office said it would 
not comment on Lavrov's re- 
marks. Also Tuesday, Kremlin 
spokesperson Dmitry Peskov 
said that "instructors who train 
the Kyiv regime's troops don't 
have any sort of immunity, 
and it doesn't matter whether 
they are French or not." 
Lavrov has visited the African 
continent several times in the 
past few years as Russia seeks 
to shore up support amid 
Moscow's full-scale invasion 
of Ukraine. A number of Afri- 


can countries in recent years 
have expressed growing frus- 
tration with their traditional 
Western partners like France 


and the United States. Some 
of them have instead turned 
to Russia to seek help in fight- 
ing Islamic insurgencies. q 


Russian Foreign minister Sergey Lavrov speaks during a joint 
press-conference with Bolivian Foreign Minister Celinda Sosa 
Lunda in Moscow, Russia, Friday, April 26, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Interpol and FBI break up a cyber scheme in Moldova to get 
asylum for wanted criminals 


By THOMAS ADAMSON and 
STEPHEN MCGRATH 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — A multina- 
tional operation by Interpol 
and the FBI cracked down 
on attempts in Moldova to 
sabotage one of the inter- 
national police agency's 
key tools, the Red Notice 
system, officials said Tues- 
day. Four people were de- 
tained in the eastern Euro- 
pean country. 
The joint sting, which also 
involved cooperation with 
French and British authori- 
ties, uncovered an interna- 
tional criminal organization 
with ties to individuals in 
Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus 
suspected of cybercrime, 
Moldova's 
anticorruption 
chief said. 
The suspected individuals 
"paid intermediaries and 
public figures in Moldova 
to inform wanted criminals 
of (their) Red Notice status," 
Veronica Dragalin, the an- 
ticorruption chief, told re- 
porter. 
The notice flags people 
deemed fugitives to law en- 
forcement worldwide and is 
one of Interpol's most impor- 


tant tools. The investigation 
led to the detention of four 
people for 72 hours on sus- 
picion of interfering with the 
notices, Dragalin said. 
The scheme sought to have 
people subject to Red No- 
tices "obtain asylum or refu- 
gee status" in Moldova and 
other countries "with the 


aim of blocking and delet- 
ing" the notices by bribing 
public officials, she added. 
The sums of money involved, 
she said, amount to several 
million dollars (euros). 
Interpol said the operation 
by the international policing 
agency, headquartered in 
Lyon, France, followed the 


detection of attempts to 
"block and delete" the no- 
tices, which flag people 
deemed fugitives to law 
enforcement worldwide. 
Moldova opened an in- 
vestigation on April 2, after 
receiving information from 
France's National Financial 
Prosecutor's 
Office, 
and 


subsequently requested the 
assistance of the FBI. 
"We are committed to fight- 
ing high-level corruption in 
all of its forms, particularly 
those schemes that put in 
jeopardy criminal investiga- 
tions worldwide," Dragalin 
said. 
A statement from Interpol 
said the agency has taken 
steps to prevent further "mis- 
use of its systems." 
"Our robust monitoring sys- 
tems identified suspicious 
activity," said Interpol Secre- 
tary General Jürgen Stock. 
"We took immediate action, 
including reporting the issue 
to law enforcement au- 
thorities in our host country 
France." 
Stock highlighting the vast 
number of individuals sub- 
ject to Red Notices — over 
70,000 people — but did not 
elaborate on the attempt- 
ed sabotage. 
When reached by The As- 
sociated Press, Interpol said 
because it was a Moldo- 
van-French probe, it would 
not be appropriate for the 
agency to elaborate on an 
ongoing investigation.q 


People walk on the Interpol logo at the international police agency headquarters in Lyon, central 
France, Thursday Nov. 8, 2018. 
Associated Press 


Mexico’s next president faces 3 pressing challenges: money, 
dialogue and the U.S. election 


By MARÍA VERZA 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexico's 
newly elected president, the 
first woman to win the job, 
faces a long list of challenges, 
including persistent cartel 
violence, a deeply divided 
country, cash-straitened so- 
cial programs and the long 


shadow of her mentor, outgo- 
ing President Andrés Manuel 
López Obrador. 
But for some analysts it mostly 
comes down to three things: 
money, dialogue and the out- 
come of the U.S. presidential 
election. Claudia Sheinbaum, 
who begins her six-year presi- 
dential term Oct. 1, has four 


months ahead of her to define 
her administration's agenda. 
During this time, López Obra- 
dor is expected to continue 
delivering his daily morning 
press briefings as he tries to 
solidify his legacy. 
The coexistence might be far 
from easy: He has divided so- 
ciety; she says she wants to 
unite it. He is a leader of the 
masses; she is an academic 
and a scientist. 
López Obrador has said he will 
not interfere with his protege's 
administration. "I do not as- 
pire to be a 'moral leader,' a 
'maximum boss,' a 'caudillo,'" 
he said Monday. 
He has insisted that once his 
presidency is over, he is go- 
ing to "talk with the trees, live 
with the birds." Yet, it was he 
who announced Monday that 
current Treasury Secretary Ro- 
gelio Ramírez de la O would 
remain in his post through the 


next administration in a bid 
to avoid a market meltdown. 
The balance between con- 
tinuity and change will not 
be simple. 
A top economic challenge 
will be whether Sheinbaum will 
have the money to continue 
her predecessor's popular so- 
cial programs, considering the 
government has a big deficit 
of almost 6% that the Treasury 
has vowed to reduce. 
"There needs to be fiscal re- 
form," said Isidro Morales, an 
economics and international 
relations expert. Otherwise, 
he warns, citing Mexico's de- 
creasing oil income as one 
problem, "Claudia is going to 
have her hands tied." 
Mexico's state-owned oil com- 
pany Pemex is López Obra- 
dor's most fervent symbol of 
nationalism, but it continues 
to lose money and oil is far 
from the primary revenue 


stream it once was. Yet, it 
is a red line for Sheinbaum 
who, despite being a climate 
scientist who wants to move 
into clean energy, closed her 
campaign last week before 
gigantic banners of support 
from oil industry workers. 
President Joe Biden's reelec- 
tion or the return to power 
of former President Donald 
Trump will be "the real variable 
that will change scenarios," 
Pérez Ricard said. The out- 
come could not only influence 
security, trade and immigra- 
tion policies, but also many 
internal decisions about the 
role of Mexico's army, he said. 
Sheinbaum studied in the 
U.S., speaks English and un- 
derstands that country's poli- 
tics, which would lead one 
to think there would be more 
understanding with Washing- 
ton, but no one can control 
the Trump factor.q 


Voters stand in line as they wait their turn to cast their ballots, 
during general elections in Mexico City, Sunday, June 2, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Play at LIV Casino located at the Barcelo Aruba: 
Your Premier Destination for Gaming Excitement 


LIV Casino, nestled within the luxurious con- 
fines of Barcelo Aruba, welcomes you to 
experience the pinnacle of gaming excite- 
ment. With a diverse array of offerings, LIV 
Casino promises an unparalleled entertain- 
ment experience for guests seeking thrills 
and fortunes. 


Featuring a total of 123 slot machines, LIV 
Casino boasts an extensive selection to ca- 


ter to every gaming preference. Among 
them, 114 are Dollar machines, while 9 are 
Florin machines, ensuring there’s a game for 
everyone’s taste and budget. 
But that’s not all - LIV Casino takes pride in 
its comprehensive table game offerings. 
Guests can indulge in the classic allure of 
Blackjack, the anticipation of the Roulette 
wheel, and the strategic intrigue of Three 
Card Poker. Each table hosts its progressive 
jackpot, adding an extra layer of excite- 
ment to every hand dealt and every spin 
made. 
LIV Casino opens its doors from 10AM to 
3AM, providing ample opportunity for guests 
to immerse themselves in the thrill of gam- 
ing. For table game enthusiasts, the excite- 
ment extends into the evening, with table 
opening hours from 4:30PM till closing. 


“We are excited to invite guests to expe- 
rience the excitement and luxury of LIV 
Casino,” said Carlo Falconi at LIV Casino. 
“Whether you’re a seasoned gambler or a 
novice seeking adventure, LIV Casino prom- 
ises an unforgettable gaming experience.” 
Embark on a journey of excitement and for- 
tune at LIV Casino, where every moment is 
infused with anticipation and possibility. Join 
us today and discover the thrill of gaming at 
its finest. 


For more information, visit www.livaruba. 
com 
About LIV Casino, Barceló Aruba: LIV Casi- 
no, located within the lavish Barceló Aruba 
resort, offers a premier gaming experience 
on the stunning island of Aruba. With a wide 
range of slot machines and table games, 
as well as the allure of progressive jackpots, 
LIV Casino provides endless entertainment 
for both novice and seasoned players. The 
casino operates from 10 AM to 3 AM, while 
table games are available from 4:30 PM till 
closing.q 


Blackstone Beach 


(Oranjestad)—Named af- 
ter its most recognizable 
feature, 
the 
Blackstone 
Beach almost represents 
the opposite of the typical 
Aruban beaches. For one, 
it has black sand and is 
covered in black smooth 
stones. Secondly, it lies on 


the northern side of the is- 
land, away from the white 
sandy beaches of in the 
southern region. So, if you 
feel up for something differ- 
ent—or if it’s opposite day, 
visit the Blackstone Beach. 


Blackstone Beach shows 


the more natural side of 
Aruba: the stones that cov- 
er the beaches and the 
shape of it has been craft- 
ed for thousand years via 
volcanic eruptions, coral 
reef movements and wave 
activity of the rural northern 
part of the island. 


Located further east to the 
Natural Bridge and Andi- 
curi Beach, the Blackstone 
Beach is relatively easy 
to access. Once you get 
passed the Ayo Rock For- 
mation, take the Andicuri 
road leading up to Andicuri 
Beach. There, you can park 
your car and take a 1km 
hike towards Blackstone 


Beach. 
This beach forms part of the 
Arikok National Park and is 
therefore a site that is pre- 
served. This is why it is also 
relatively 
untouched 
by 
commercial influences. De- 
spite being called a beach, 
do note that it is not ad- 
vised to swim in the water, 


as the current is very strong 
and can easily stray you 
further in the wild ocean. 
However, you can still en- 
joy a spectacular view of 
the stones and the northern 
ocean that stretches out 
in front of the beach and 
take a picture with your 
friends or family!q 
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Stay Connected and Relaxed with SETAR in Aruba! 


SETAR, the island's premier Tele- 
com provider, is a pioneer in 
shaping connectivity in Aruba. 
SETAR has become indispensable 
to Aruba's vibrant tech landscape 
by delivering lightning-fast net- 
works to local communities and 
visitors. The island is transforming 
with SETAR's ambitious project to 
convert the entire island to fiber, 
revolutionizing how Aruba stays 
connected, and marking a signifi- 
cant leap in innovation and firmly 
establishing Aruba as one of the 
most technologically advanced 
islands in the Caribbean. 


With stores around the island and 
services designed to keep all visi- 
tors connected, whether they're 
coming for vacation or work, SE- 
TAR ensures you stay in touch ef- 
fortlessly. Revel in the high speed 
Internet on Aruba's exceptional 
Fixed and Mobile Networks, ensur- 
ing you're connected wherever 
your adventure takes you. 


Are you eager to start your expe- 
rience? Start by purchasing your 
SETAR Tourist SIM at the TeleKiosk 
in the Arrival Hall of Aruba's Airport. 


Tourist SIM 
Paradise awaits in Aruba, and SE- 
TAR, is here to enhance your tropi- 
cal adventure with our exclusive 


Tourist Bundles! Stay connected, 
share the magic, and make the 
most of your Aruban escape with 
seamless communication. 


Tourist Bundles to Suit Your Journey: 
Tourist Bundles - 7 Days (35GB) 
•	 
UNLIMITED Data [5GB DAILY] 
•	 
200 Minutes on-net to Fixed 
and Mobile 
•	 
30 Minutes to other providers 
and International 
•	 
50 SMS Local and International 
•	 
Valid for 7 Days 
•	 
For only $30 


Tourist Bundles - 14 Days (70GB) 
•	 
UNLIMITED Data [5GB DAILY] 
•	 
300 Minutes on-net to Fixed 
and Mobile 
•	 
60 Minutes to other providers 
and International 
•	 
50 SMS Local and International 
•	 
Valid for 14 Days 
•	 
For only $50 


When purchasing the bundle for 
the first time at one of our stores, 
the Tourist SIM card is FREE and is 
tailored for visitors staying a few 
weeks in Aruba. 
For visitors staying longer on the 
island, SETAR offers a flexible Pre- 
paid option that allows you to buy 
credit conveniently at any Tele- 
shop, gas station, minimarket, or 
supermarket. This prepaid credit 


provides you the freedom to call 
anytime or choose from the differ- 
ent Prepaid bundles SETAR offers: 
Data Bundles: Stay connected 
with 
high-speed 
Internet 
and 
choose from various data options 
to suit your needs. 
One Bundle: Enjoy the conve- 
nience of bundled SMS, Voice, 
and Data in one package. 
SETAR ensures you have the best 
communication experience dur- 
ing your time in Aruba. 


Makes your Workcation in Para- 
dise Effortless 
Are you planning a trip to Aruba 
that blends business with leisure, 
or perhaps seeking a remote work 
setup? Whether you're coming to 
Aruba for business or to embrace 
a 'workcation,' SETAR has tailored 
solutions to ensure seamless and 
uninterrupted connectivity during 
your stay. 
Stay productive while enjoying 
the beauty of Aruba. SETAR de- 
signed flexible plans and reliable 
services to cater to your needs, 
providing you with the connectiv- 
ity required for work and play. Go 
to the TeleKiosk in the Arrival Hall 
of Aruba’s Airport and ask for the 
Prepaid Wireless Home Internet for 
seamless connectivity. Enjoy the 
fastest Internet speeds with our 
Wireless Home Internet Prepaid 


plans without worrying about ad- 
ditional charges and you can use 
it anywhere on the island. It is easy 
to use and access. Choose the 
bundle that suits your budget and 
needs. 


Explore the options that best suit 
your Workcation in Aruba: 
1 Day Plan: 
•	 
10GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 1Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$5.55 


1 Week Plan: 
•	 
50GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 7Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$20 


30 Days Plan: 
•	 
75GB Data 
•	 
Valid for 30Day or upon deple- 
tion of your bundle 
•	 
$55.50 


Imagine strolling along the Aru- 
ban beaches after a productive 
workday or unwinding with a pic- 
turesque sunset as your backdrop 
to a successful day's work. Experi- 
ence the ideal blend of work and 
relaxation in Aruba, supported by 
SETAR's seamless connectivity. Let 
us make your stay in Aruba an ex- 
perience like no other. q 


Aruba Tourism Authority honored a loyal visitor at Marriott Aruba Surf Club! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority 
recently had the great plea- 
sure of recognizing a Distin- 
guished Visitor of Aruba. The 
honoree was respectively 
honored with a certificate for 
his years of visits, loyalty, and 
love for the island of Aruba. 


The honorary certification is 
presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism as a to- 
ken of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests 
who have visited Aruba 10, 
20, or 35 years or more con- 
secutively. 
The three levels of honor are 
as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


Goodwill 
Ambassador 
(20>years consecutively visit- 
ing Aruba) 
Emerald 
Ambassador 
(35>years consecutively visit- 
ing Aruba) 


The honoree was: 
Distinguished Visitor 
Mr. Cornell Hughes from 
Olympia Fields Illinois, United 
States. 


Mr. Jorgino Willems repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and staff mem- 
bers of Marriott Aruba Surf 
Club bestowed the cer- 
tificate upon the honoree, 
presented him with gifts, and 
thanked him for choosing 


Aruba as his favorite vaca- 
tion destination, as his home 
away from home. 


The top reasons for return- 
ing to Aruba provided by the 
honoree was: 
• 
Aruba’s people. 
• 
Aruba’s beach. 
• 
Aruba’s stores. 
• 
Aruba’s restaurants. 
• 
“Enjoy the beautiful 


island” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tour- 
ism Authority, we would like 
to express our sincere grati- 
tude and appreciation to the 
honorees for their continued 
visits to the “One Happy 
Island”.q 
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Food culture in Aruba 


(Oranjestad) - Like many other cultures, an im- 
portant aspect of the Aruban cultural identity is 
our connection to food and food traditions. The 
local food traditions consist of a melting pot of 
different cultural and religious eating habits and 
dishes. 


Breakfast, lunch and dinner 
The routine of breakfast, lunch and dinner on 
the island is one that does not completely fol- 
low a European or American routine, despite 
the major influences from these parts of the 
world on our culture and way of living. When it 
comes to the three important meals of the day, 
most of the Aruban population follows a Latin- 
American influenced routine. 


Breakfast 
Breakfast in Aruba is quite simple: a cup of cof- 
fee or tea, some bread, and sometimes an egg. 
Sometimes, due to the need of a quick “to-go” 
breakfast, you may also find many snack trucks 
and cafes that sell sandwiches, pastechis (meat 
pie), arepas and empanadas early in the morn- 
ing. 


Main Meal 
The main meal is typically eaten in most house- 
holds around noon or in the afternoon. This can 
consist of meat, fish, and chicken—stewed or 
fried—with funchi (polenta) or rice with stewed 
vegetables. Often, fried or boiled plantain or 
pan bati (Aruban pancake) is included. Stews 
are a staple in Aruban cuisine and can are 
largely influenced by Latin-American and Lat- 
in/Afro-Caribbean Stews. Some of the more 
unique stews and soups from the ABC Islands* 
include sopi di bonchi cora (red kidney bean 
soup with pig tail), sopi mondongo (tripe soup), 
carni stoba (beef stew), comcomber stoba 
(West Indian gherkin stew) and much more. 


Dinner Time 
Dinner time can vary significantly from house- 
hold to household. Unlike the U.S. or in Europe, 
dinner time typically does not consist of a whole 
(warm) meal. Instead, the evening “meal” can 
typically consist of something lighter, like a 
sandwich, though it is not uncommon to see 
leftovers from the main meal reheated and 
eaten again. Tea and coffee are often also 
served with the evening snack. 


(Religious) Holidays 
Christmas is probably the biggest global holi- 
day, and every culture has its own spin on 
what their Christmas cuisine entails. In Aruba, 
our Christmas cuisine is again largely based on 
Latin-American influences, most notably form 
Venezuela. Ayacas and the famous pan di 
ham* are two crucial holiday dishes, along with 
stuffed turkey, roasted glazed ham topped with 
pineapples, arroz con pollo (rice and chicken) 
and potato salad, among other items. Tradi- 
tional drinks include ponche crema (Aruban 
eggnog), chuculati pinda (hot chocolate with 
peanut butter), and homemade fruit punch. 
Desserts include, bolo di pistachio (pistachio 
cake), bolo di cashupete (cashew cake), que- 
sillo (flan), bolo preto (dark fruit cake), drigidek 
(gingerbread), pan boyo (bread cake) and 
more. 


Snacks and tasty delights 
Besides meals and dishes that are eaten on the 
dinner table, Aruba also has a food tradition 


that includes snacks and other tasty delights 
that you may easily find around the island. 
These include, Saco*, basket, pastechi, kroket, 
deditos, Johnny cake and more. These snacks 
are usually sold at local snack trucks and ca- 
fes, often located on the side of the road. In the 
area of Tanki Leendert and Tanki flip, for exam- 
ple, there are many of these trucks parked on 
the side of the road and often open until late 
at night—offering tasty and filling snacks post 
night-life fun. 
*ABC Islands: Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao 
*Pan di ham: Derived from the Venezuelan Pan 
de Jamon (rolled up bread with ham, raisins 
and olives) 
*Saco: Saco literally means “bag”. Saco con- 
tains fried potatoes, plantains, chicken (and 
ribs) and a Johnny cake, served in a paper bag. 


Source: Voeding, voedingsgewoonten en ge- 
rechten op Aruba (Nutrition, Food Traditions 
and Dishes on Aruba) by Biblioteca Nacional 
Aruba 


Wednesday 5 June 2024 
A10 


fits. Callaloo is a plant that is very easy 
to grow and can also be juiced, get- 
ting all the great green chlorophyll that 
is very healing. 
This nutricious vegetable is high in di- 
etary fiber, and increasing your fiber 
intake helps increase the bulk of your 
stools to contribute to digestion and 
prevent constipation. Healthy fiber 
intake also reduces your likelihood of 
developing hemorrhoids and other 
common digestive complaints. 
Callaloo 
contains 
four 
times 
the 
amount of calcium found in broccoli 
and twice the amount of iron. It is a re- 
ally good source of protein, so it’s great 
for building muscle and for weight loss. 
It’s similar to spinach but with a creamy 
flavor. 


Callaloo is a plant as nutritious as its 
big sister, quinua, which is an excellent 
substitute for rice. Although quinua has 
a longer history and the seeds that are 


the food source, its milder flavor, great- 
er availability, and marketed as a su- 
perfood have contributed to its great- 
er popularity as a cereal than callaloo 
as a vegetable. 


Quinua has a longer history and cultur- 
al significance since it was considered 
the food of the gods by the ancient 
Inca Empire, giving it greater recogni- 
tion and popularity for cultivation and 
consumption compared to callaloo. It 
has been a staple food in the Andean 
region of South America for thousands 
of years, while callaloo was more a 
staple food in Mesoamerican and 
Caribbean cultures, but was largely 
forgotten after the Spanish conquest. 
while Callaloo`s nutritious value has 
not received the same level of mar- 
keting recognition and promotion as 
quinoa. Callaloo is a plant that is very 
easy to grow and can also be juiced, 
getting all the great green chlorophyll 
that is very healing. 


If you are interested in learning all 
about the true identity of Aruba, book 
your visit to Etnia Nativa, home of An- 
thony, our chief cultural columnist, who 
guides and lectures to unveil the most 
interesting stories about the island. Et- 
nia Nativa sets itself apart from the rest 
as a hidden gem by offering a person- 
al native touch and providing its visitors 
with the opportunity to enjoy a diverse 
array of artworks, objects, artifacts, dis- 
sected animals, plants, colonial furni- 
ture, unique old photos, etc. while dip- 
ping you into the navel of Aruba. 


Book your visit: Whats App +297 592 
2702 etnianativa03@gmail.com.q 


Fantastic Amaranths 
Episode CCLVIII-258 


Each week, we share one story of Aruba through the 
eyes of Etnia Nativa, a native venue that welcomes 
curious visitors, dipping them into a unique cultural 
island experience. Since that educational glance in 
this episode explains about a very nutritious plant lo- 
cally known as “kalalu,” best grown in warm places. 


Its name, Callaloo, is used in the Caribbean to refer 
to the leaves of the taro, dasheen, tannia, amaranth, 
or yautia root. In the U.S., it is often difficult to get the 
leafy green readily, so it is common to use spinach as 
a substitute, which also goes by the name bhajgee 
(bah-gee). 
The etymology of the word callaloo can be traced 
to Caribbean patois, with influences from the African 
word kalulu (KAL-OO-LOO), also known as Jamaican 
patois or calaloux, is a plant used in popular dishes in 
many Caribbean countries. As other Caribbean dish- 
es, callaloo in the greater Caribbean is a remnant of 
West African and Taino cuisine. 


Callaloo is mostly served as a side dish; its leaves are 
packed with nutritional benefits and contain large 
amounts of vitamins A, B, and C. They are also high 
in fiber, iron, and calcium. This plant isn’t the only be- 
loved Caribbean dish that is hearty and healthy. It is 
a culinary mainstay for many island nations and a na- 
tional dish in Dominica, Trinidad, and Tobago. Some 
of these countries have embraced this dish from their 
ancestors and, over time, have added ingredients 
such as coconut milk to modify its flavor. 


There are two main kinds of callaloo, produced from 
distinctly different plant species. One kind comes from 
the Amaranthus family and consists of young, tender 
leaves and stems. The other kind, really a substitute, 
consists of the young, tender leaf and stem of the ed- 
doe plant. 
While nearly every take on callaloo features some 
type of leafy green vegetable, the other ingredients 
used depend on location and availability, and leafy 
green vegetables provide so many nutritional bene- 
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The district of Savaneta 
A quick history guide to the island’s first capital 


(Oranjestad)—Before 
Oranjestad 
became the island nation’s capi- 
tal, Aruba’s first capital was the 
district of Savaneta. Here is where 
the cultural identity of Aruba was 
born, and from where the rest of 
the island developed into what it is 
today. 


Savaneta is said to have been the 
first place where the Caquetio in- 
habitants first stepped foot on the 
island. Though there isn’t hard evi- 
dence to back this up, but consid- 
ering the legend of the Cacique 
Arua, it is believed that there were 
already movements on Aruba— 
and Savaneta—around 88 AD. 


The Caquetios probably made 
their way to the island either from 
Venezuela, Colombia or other Ca- 
ribbean islands in the region, but 
with good weather it was relatively 
easy for them to travel back and 
forth in their canoes. So, since the 
Caquetios discovered the island, 
Aruba found her first form of civili- 
zation. 


It wasn’t until 1499 when Aruba 
met another group of people who 


set foot on the island: the Span- 
ish explorer Alonso de Ojeda. De 
Ojeda first took notice of Aruba off 
the coast of Venezuela, during his 
exploration of the Latin American 
country. This was on August 9th, 
1499. However, de Ojeda didn’t 
actually sail to the island till 4 days 
later, on August 23rd, 1499. This was 
the beginning of the Spanish era 
on Aruba (1499-1636). 


Alonso usually didn’t stop at every 
island or land he saw, especially 
not in the Caribbean. He would of- 
ten take notice of land from afar 
and continue sailing. However, 
Aruba was an exception. He had 
heard that there were “quebra- 
cho” trees on the island, which 
were commonly used to produce 
dye or paint. But since these trees 
could not be found in Savaneta, 
he continued to search in the area 
of what is now known as Santa 
Cruz. The best way to transport the 
tree barks was via a route passing 
through Savaneta, and so the first 
road between Savaneta and San- 
ta Cruz was made. 


The Dutch colonial era (1636-1805) 
During the 80-year war between 
The Netherlands and Spain, Dutch 
explorers and merchants began 
to travel to the ABC islands. Once 
they landed in Aruba, they deport- 
ed the small Arawakan and Span- 
ish community that was living on 
the island. This was the beginning 
of colonization of the ABC islands 
by the Dutch empire. Around the 
same, the West Indian Company 
(WIC) was born. Bonaire and Cu- 
racao were mostly used for planta- 
tions, where the Dutch had trans- 
ported slaves from Africa. Aruba, 
on the other hand, was mostly 
used to raise cattle and to house 
the haring factory. The Dutch had 
often forced the indigenous com- 
munity to work for them. 


In 1636, when the Netherlands won 
the war against Spain, the coun- 
try surrendered the islands to the 
Dutch. 


The Dutch administration appoint- 
ed the island’s first commander, 
an Irish man named N. Williams. Be- 
cause the Dutch were interested in 
other Caribbean islands and coun- 
tries in South America, they import- 
ed Dutch merchants and business 
men, all of whom resided in Sava- 
neta. This way, Savaneta officially 
became the island’s first capital. 


However, at the end of the 18th 
century, the commander at the 
time, J.R. Lauffer, moved his office 
to what is now “Horse Bay” in Oran- 
jestad. Because the highest office 
on the island moved away from 
Savaneta, the capital lost its title to 
what was called then Playa. 


How Savaneta got its name 
The name Savaneta probably 
has a Spanish origin. It was said 


that when the Spanish climbed a 
hill called Yara, they saw that the 
area was mostly open and had no 
big trees. In Spanish, such a land 
area is called a “sabana”. 


Because of its land surface, Sava- 
neta was a great place to con- 
struct cattle farms. From here, the 
farmer culture on Aruba was born. 
Before the Aruban Gold Rush and 
the construction of the Refinery in 
San Nicolas, most residents were 
farmers, and Savaneta had many 
inhabitants that farmed fruits and 
vegetables. They also continued 
the tradition of raising cattle, like 
goat, sheep, pigs and horses. Sa- 
vaneta was one of the first places 
on the island to have a general 
farming culture. From this culture, 
many other traditions were born, 
like the Dera Gay Holiday that we 
celebrate every year on June 24th. 


Source: Historia di Savaneta (His- 
tory of Savaneta) by Adolf “Dufi” 
Kock. 
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Supermarket hours 


Supermarket 
hours 
may 
vary depending on where 
you are staying on the is- 
land. Generally though, 
most 
supermarkets 
are 
open from 8am to 9 or 
10pm, Monday through 
Saturday. On Sundays, su- 
permarkets generally close 
earlier; mostly around 2pm. 


Safety 


Since February 2024, Aru- 
ba has been categorized 
as the safest country in the 
Caribbean by The Tele- 
graph, and many tourist 
that visit have often told 
us how they feel safe to 
explore the island or walk 
around at night. However, 
rare incidents do occurs, 
so keep yourself and your 
belongings safe. 


Helpful tips for your stay on Aruba 


(Oranjestad)—When trav- 
eling to another country, 
especially for the first time, 
it is always better to be 
over-prepared than under- 
prepared. That is why we 
have a list of basic—but 
important—information 
that we think may come in 
handy to Aruba’s visitors. 


Electrical power 


Aruba generally operates 
on 110V to 127V supply 
voltage and 60Hz. There 
are also three types of out- 


lets used on the island: type 
A with two flat prongs; type 
B with two flat and one 
grounding prong, and on 
occasion, type F with two 
round prong and two earth 
clips on the side. However, 
Type A is most commonly 
found in homes and estab- 
lishments. 


Drinking water 


The 
water 
that 
flows 
through the sinks of every 
house, hotels and other 
establishments is distilled 
and perfectly safe to drink. 
Aruba’s drinking water ex- 
ceeds WHO’s international 
standards for water qual- 
ity, so there is no need to 
buy bottled water from the 
store. 


Cruise ship Schedule: June 01 - June 25 2024 
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Caribbean Palm Village 
Owner Resales 
One Bed Pool $1,500 
wk 9 - e304 
wk 12 - e305 
wk 34 - B107 
wk 35 - B107 
Two Bed Pool $1,900 
wk 12 - e201aB 
wk 45 - e209 aB 
sales.cpv@hotmail.com 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


OTHER 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera : Tel.588 6638 
San Nicolas: 
San Lucas:Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 
Service dogs helped ease PTSD symptoms in U.S. 
military veterans, researchers say 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 
Specially trained service 
dogs helped ease PTSD 
symptoms in U.S. military 
veterans in a small study 
that the researchers hope 
will help expand options 
for service members. 
The U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs provides 
talk therapy and medica- 
tions to veterans with post- 
traumatic stress disorder 
and runs a pilot program 
involving service dogs. The 
VA can prescribe service 
dogs to certain veterans 
diagnosed with a visual, 
hearing or substantial mo- 
bility impairment, including 
eligible veterans with PTSD, 
and will cover some costs 
associated with having a 
service dog. 
The agency continues to 
review the research "to 
evaluate the effectiveness 
of service dogs," said VA 
press secretary Terrence 
Hayes, "and we are com- 
mitted to providing high- 
quality, 
evidence-based 
care to all those who 
served." 
Study co-author Maggie 
O'Haire, of the University 
of Arizona's veterinary col- 
lege, said one of the re- 
searchers' goals was "to 
bring 
evidence 
behind 
a practice that appears 
to be increasingly popu- 
lar, yet historically did not 
have the scientific base 
behind it." 
For the study, service dogs 
were provided by K9s For 
Warriors, a nonprofit or- 
ganization that matches 
trained dogs with veterans 
during a three-week group 
class. The dogs are taught 
to pick up a veteran's phys- 
ical signs of distress and 
can interrupt panic attacks 
and nightmares with a lov- 
ing nudge. 
Researchers 
compared 
81 veterans who received 
service dogs with 75 vet- 
erans on the waiting list 
for a trained dog. PTSD 
symptoms were measured 
by psychology doctoral 
students who didn't know 
which veterans had ser- 
vice dogs. 
After three months, PTSD 
symptoms 
improved 
in 


both groups, but the vet- 
erans with dogs saw a big- 
ger improvement on aver- 
age than the veterans on 
the waiting list. The study, 
funded by the National In- 
stitutes of Health, was pub- 
lished Tuesday in JAMA 
Network Open. 
It wasn't clear from the 
study whether spending 
time with any dog would 
have had the same effect. 
(About 40% of the veterans 
in both groups owned pet 
dogs.) And all the veterans 
in the study had access to 
other PTSD treatments. 
Service dogs should be 
considered 
complemen- 
tary and not a standalone 
therapy, O'Haire said. 
"When you add it to existing 
medical practices, it can 
enhance your experience 
and reduce your symptoms 
more," she said. 
PTSD 
is 
more 
common 


among veterans than ci- 
vilians, the VA says, affect- 
ing as many as 29% of Iraq 
war veterans over their life- 
times. Symptoms include 
nightmares, 
flashbacks, 
numbness or the feeling of 
being constantly on edge. 
"I would wake up in the 
middle of the night, almost 
nightly, in a pool of sweat," 
said Dave Crenshaw, who 
served with the Army Na- 
tional Guard in Iraq and 
was diagnosed with PTSD in 
2016 while working under- 
cover in law enforcement. 
Antidepressants 
helped 
with some symptoms, he 
said, but he still felt numb. 
The 
41-year-old 
veter- 
an met his service dog, 
a pointer-black lab mix 
named Doc, in 2019. He 
immediately 
felt 
what 
he described as "joy and 
wholesomeness. It's just an 
overwhelming feeling of 


'Hey, everything's going to 
be OK.'" 
Doc senses when he's up- 
set, often before he no- 
tices himself, and come 
close, Crenshaw said. To- 
day, Crenshaw is no lon- 
ger taking antidepressants 
and is enjoying retirement 
from the military and law 
enforcement. 
He 
gives 
Doc credit for getting his 
life back on track. 
"It's the greatest medicine 
with the least amount of 
side 
effects," 
Crenshaw 
said.q 
Dave Crenshaw poses for a photo with his service dog, Doc, in 
front of his home in Kearny, N.J., on Monday, June 3, 2024. 
Associated Press 
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Will Smith is back in ‘Bad Boys: Ride or Die,’ 
with Martin Lawrence riding shotgun 


By JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 
"Bad Boys: Ride or Die," the 
fourth installment in the Will 
Smith-Martin Lawrence ac- 
tion-comedy series, is about 
a fight to redeem a tarnished 
legacy. No, not that one. The 
reputation of Conrad How- 
ard (Joe Pantoliano), the 
beloved captain of detec- 
tives Mike (Smith) and Mar- 
cus (Lawrence), has been 
posthumously besmirched. 
After his death, Conrad is 
framed as an informant for 
a Mexican drug cartel as a 
way to cloak more sinister 
corruption. Our detectives 
set out to clear his name. 
Of course, the real image 
restoration that's going on 
here is for Smith. "Ride or 
Die" was in development 
in 2022 when Smith strode 
onto the Oscar stage and 
smacked Chris Rock. The 
film was temporarily put on 
hold. Options were weighed. 
But 2020's "Bad Boys for Life" 
made a hefty $424.6 million 
before COVID-19 shut down 
theaters. Watcha gonna do? 
The result is the first movie 
Smith has made in that era 
defined as Post Slap. Here 
he is, back in the driver's seat 
and flying around the Miami 
waterfront with Lawrence rid- 
ing shotgun. That's to say: 
Smith is very much back in 
his element. 
"Ride or Die," which opens 
in theaters Thursday, is an 
attempt to pretend there 


haven't been any bumps 
in the road along the way. 
More than that, this "Bad 
Boys," coming 29 years after 
the original, would like very 
much to act as if nothing 
much has changed in not 
just the last two years but in 
the previous three decades. 
Some signs of age is creep- 
ing in "Ride or Die." Marcus 
has a heart attack on the 
dance floor and Mike is suf- 
fering from panic attacks. 
But with the exception of a 
drone or two, this is a movie 
that feels like it exists in the 
1990s. Jerry Bruckheimer is still 
a producer, while original di- 


rector Michael Bay has, as he 
did in the previous one, steps 
aside for Adil El Arbi and Bi- 
lall Fallah. (Bay returns for a 
cameo.) But "Ride or Die," 
set against Miami nightclubs 
and alligator-crawling hide- 
outs, has largely stuck to its 
old buddy-cop formula with 
all the requisite explosions 
and slow-mo'ed car chases 
mixed in. 
As before, the key is the com- 
ic chemistry and endearing 
bond between Smith and 
Lawrence. And, really, as 
much as the response to 
"Ride or Die" is sure to be 
taken as a referendum on 


Smith's recalibrated drawing 
power, Lawrence is the MVP 
of these movies. It's his manic 
comic energy that propels 
them. The schtick may be a 
little stale at this point, but 
no one can deliver a line like 
"Chitty Chitty Bang Bang!" 
in a gunfight with quite the 
same panache. "Ride or 
Die," scripted by Chris Brem- 
ner and Will Beall, knows to 
prioritize crafting ripe situa- 
tions for Lawrence. After his 
heart attack, Marcus wakes 
up with a new zest for life and 
a foolhardy feeling of invin- 
cibility. 
The same might have once 


been said of Smith's bullet- 
proof screen presence, of 
course. Here, Smith seems 
a little less cocksure than 
he once did; those panic 
attacks keep coming for 
Mike. Smith is also playing 
more of a straight-man to 
Lawrence. If the slap caused 
a reassessment of Smith as a 
movie star, "Ride or Die" is the 
kind of the tailor-made ve- 
hicle that reminds you there 
haven't been many better 
male American action stars 
in the last few decades. 
None of this is enough to 
lift "Ride or Die" beyond its 
paint-by-numbers plotting, 
or prevent the film from be- 
ing inevitably tethered to the 
Slap — not least because 
the film climaxes with Mar- 
cus smacking Mike with an 
open hand. But the directing 
duo of Adil & Bilall keep the 
pace moving quick enough 
to prevent you from dwell- 
ing too much on ridiculous 
details — like that Mike, as 
revealed in the last film, is the 
father to an imprisoned car- 
tel assassin named Armando 
(Jacob Scipio), a prominent 
character this time around. 
And silliness is more of a fea- 
ture than a bug in movies like 
"Bad Boys." 
You end up questioning less 
why Smith and Lawrence are 
still making "Bad Boys" mov- 
ies than wondering why such 
breezily watchable genre 
movie-star platforms more or 
less don't exist any longer.q 


This image released by Sony Pictures shows Will Smith, left, and Martin Lawrence in "Bad Boys: Ride 
or Die." 
Associated Press 


Alec and Hilaria Baldwin announce TLC 
family reality series 


By KAITLYN HUAMANI 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Alec 
Baldwin and his wife Hilaria 
are the next family set to star 
in their own reality series. 


The actor and producer, who 
has seven kids under age 10 
with his wife, announced the 
TLC reality show about their 
life as a party of nine. "The 
Baldwins," the show's working 


title, is set to release in 2025. 
"We're inviting you into our 
home to experience the 
ups and downs, the good, 
the bad, the wild and the 
crazy," Baldwin said in a video 
he shared to Instagram on 
Tuesday. 
In the announcement video, 
the couple joked about Hilaria 
announcing another preg- 
nancy, but she said they are 
done having kids before the 
clip cut to a chaotic shot 
of their children screaming 
and the parents struggling 
to wrangle the bunch for a 
group photo. 


The couple married in July 
2012 and welcomed their first 
child in August 2013. Baldwin 
was previously married to ac- 
tor Kim Basinger, who had 
his eldest daughter, Ireland. 
The announcement comes as 
Baldwin prepares for trial for 
his involuntary manslaughter 
charge in the fatal shooting 
on the set of the film "Rust" in 
2021. The trial is scheduled for 
July in Santa Fe and Baldwin 
has pleaded not guilty. The 
charge carries a maximum 
sentence of 18 months in 
prison. 
While filming the Western 


movie, which Baldwin pro- 
duced and starred in, a re- 
volver he was holding fired, 
killing 
cinematographer 
Halyna Hutchins and injuring 
director Joel Souza. Baldwin 
has said that he did not pull 
the trigger. 
In April, the film's weapons 
supervisor Hannah Gutierrez- 
Reed received the maximum 
sentence of 18 months in a 
New Mexico state peniten- 
tiary after being convicted 
of involuntary manslaughter 
after a jury determined she 
failed to follow gun safety 
protocols.q 


Alec Baldwin emcees the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights 
Ripple of Hope Award Gala at New York Hilton Midtown on Dec. 
9, 2021, in New York. 
Associated Press 
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Novak Djokovic withdraws from the French Open with a knee 
injury and will lose the No. 1 ranking 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
PARIS (AP) — Novak Djokovic 
pulled out of the the French 
Open with an injured knee 
on Tuesday, an abrupt end 
to his title defense and to his 
current stay at No. 1 in the 
rankings. 
"I am really sad to announce 
that I have to withdraw from 
#rolandgarros," 
Djokovic 
posted on social media. "I 
played with my heart and 
gave my all in yesterday's 
match and unfortunately, 
due to a medial meniscus 
tear in my right knee, my 
team and I had to make a 
tough decision after careful 
consideration and consulta- 
tion." 
The tournament said the ex- 
tent of the injury was found 
during an MRI exam Tuesday. 
Djokovic was hurt during a 
fourth-round victory against 
No. 23 Francisco Cerundolo 
on Monday that lasted five 
sets spread across more than 
4 1/2 hours. It was his second 
consecutive five-setter, with 
his total time on court across 
the two exceeding 9 hours. 
The 24-time Grand Slam 
champion was supposed 
to face No. 7 seed Casper 
Ruud, the runner-up each of 
the past two years at Roland 
Garros, in the quarterfinals 
on Wednesday. Instead, 
Ruud gets a walkover into 
the semifinals, where he will 
face No. 4 Alexander Zverev 
or No. 11 Alex de Minaur. 
With Djokovic, the owner 
of three French Open titles, 


gone from the bracket, and 
Rafael Nadal — owner of a 
record 14 — eliminated in 
the first round, someone will 
be holding the French Open 
men's trophy for the first time 
on Sunday. 
The group of remaining con- 
tenders includes No. 2 seed 
Jannik Sinner, a 22-year-old 
Italian who defeated No. 10 
Grigor Dimitrov 6-2, 6-4, 7-6 
(3) on Tuesday to get to the 
semifinals and now is assured 
of replacing Djokovic atop 
the ATP rankings next week. 
Sinner won the Australian 
Open in January and be- 
comes the first man from his 
country to reach No. 1. 
His match against Dimitrov 
was in progress when news 
of Djokovic's withdrawal 


spread. So Sinner had no 
idea until he was asked 
about it during an on-court 
interview after his win. 
"Seeing Novak (injured) is, 
for everyone, disappointing," 
Sinner said, "so I wish him a 
speedy recovery." 
And as for his newfound sta- 
tus? Alcaraz reached the fi- 
nal four in Paris for the second 
year in a row — he cramped 
up and lost to Djokovic in 
2023 — by defeating No. 9 
Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-3, 7-6 (3), 
6-4 on Tuesday night. 
Sinner and Alcaraz have 
played eight times, splitting 
them 4-4. They have played 
twice at majors, splitting 
those 1-1. 
"Well, it's a really difficult 
challenge. I'm not going to 


lie. Right now, he's the best 
player in the world — or the 
player who is playing the 
best tennis right now," Al- 
caraz said. "It is the match 
that everybody wants to 
watch." Amid a season in 
which Djokovic is only 18-6 
and has not reached a final 
at any tournament, let alone 
won one, he needed to get 
back to the title match at the 
French Open to continue to 
add to his record for most 
weeks at No. 1. 
For years and years, Djokov- 
ic, Nadal and Roger Federer 
ruled men's tennis as the so- 
called Big Three, accumulat- 
ing a total of 66 major cham- 
pionships among them. But 
Federer, now 42, is retired, 
and Nadal, who turned 38 


on Monday, is trying to figure 
out how much longer he can 
compete after missing most 
of the past 1 1/2 seasons with 
injuries. 
No one knows yet how long 
Djokovic, 37, will be sidelined 
or what, if any, effect this 
might have on his future. 
Wimbledon, where has won 
seven titles, starts July 1, and 
the tennis competition at the 
Paris Olympics starts at Ro- 
land Garros on July 27. 
"I saw that he was obviously 
physically struggling (Mon- 
day), and I honestly thought 
... he was on the verge of 
losing," said U.S. Open cham- 
pion Coco Gauff, who made 
her way into the women's 
semifinals with a three-set 
win over Ons Jabeur and 
will play No. 1 Iga Swiatek 
on Thursday. 
Seeing Djokovic pull out 
the win against Cerundolo, 
Gauff said, made her think 
"that he would win the title." 
Djokovic's knee had been 
bothering him for a couple 
of weeks before he arrived 
in Paris for the French Open 
— something he kept to 
himself until after the win 
against Cerundolo. Early in 
the second set Monday, 
Djokovic tweaked his knee 
and took a medical timeout. 
A trainer worked on the joint 
then and during subsequent 
changeovers, and Djokovic 
took what he said a tourna- 
ment doctor told him was 
the maximum dose of pills 
allowed to dull the pain and 
reduce any inflammation.q 


Serbia's Novak Djokovic slipped and fell during the fourth round match of the French Open ten- 
nis tournament against Argentina's Francisco Cerundolo at the Roland Garros stadium in Paris, 
Monday, June 3, 2024. 
Associated Press 


Foster, Brothers, Davis and Capers headline 12 
officials for NBA Finals between Celtics, Mavericks 


NEW YORK (AP) — Scott 
Foster, Tony Brothers, Marc 
Davis and James Capers 
were among the 12 game 
officials chosen to work the 
NBA Finals between the 
Boston Celtics and Dallas 
Mavericks. 
The NBA announced the 
selection on Tuesday, two 
days before Game 1 in Bos- 
ton. 
Also selected were Zach 
Zarba, John Goble, David 
Guthrie, Bill Kennedy, Josh 
Tiven, Courtney Kirkland, 
James Williams and Kevin 


Scott. 
"Each of these 12 officials 
have shown excellent skills, 
focus 
and 
commitment 
throughout 
the 
season 
and in the previous playoff 
rounds," said Byron Spruell, 
NBA President, League Op- 
erations. "Congratulations 
to this group for earning the 
right to work on the game's 
biggest stage, the NBA Fi- 
nals." 
The officials were selected 
by the NBA Referee Opera- 
tions management team 
based 
on 
their 
perfor- 


mance throughout the first 
three rounds of the play- 
offs. Officials were evalu- 
ated after each round to 
determine 
advancement 
in this year's postseason. 
Foster has officiated 24 NBA 
Finals games, followed by 
Davis with 20, and Brothers 
at 16. 
Tyler Ford and Ben Taylor 
have been assigned as 
alternate officials for the 
championship round. 
Individual 
game 
assign- 
ments are posted the morn- 
ing of each game.q 


Dallas Mavericks guard Kyrie Irving (11) agrues with referee 
Kevin Scott (24) during the first half of Game 5 of the Western 
Conference finals in the NBA basketball playoffs against the 
Minnesota Timberwolves, Thursday, May 30, 2024, in Minneapo- 
lis. 
Associated Press 
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MLB bans Tucupita Marcano for life for betting on baseball, 
four others get one-year suspensions 


By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — San Di- 
ego Padres infielder Tucu- 
pita Marcano was banned 
from baseball for life for bet- 
ting on the sport and four 
others were suspended for 
one year by Major League 
Baseball on Tuesday in the 
game's biggest gambling 
scandal in decades. 
MLB said Marcano placed 
387 baseball bets totaling 
more than $150,000 in Oc- 
tober 2022 and from last 
July 
through 
November 
with a legal sportsbook. 
He became the first active 
player in a century banned 
for life because of gam- 
bling. 
Oakland Athletics pitcher 
Michael Kelly was suspend- 
ed for one year for betting 
on baseball while in the mi- 
nor leagues and three minor 
leaguers also were banned 
for one year for betting on 
big league games: pitchers 
Jay Groome of San Diego 
and Andrew Saalfrank of 
Arizona, and infielder José 
Rodríguez of Philadelphia. 
Each of those four play- 
ers wagered under $1,000. 
Saalfrank and Rodríguez 
played previously in the 
majors. 
"The strict enforcement of 
Major League Baseball's 
rules and policies govern- 
ing gambling conduct is 
a critical component of 
upholding our most impor- 
tant priority: protecting the 
integrity of our games for 
the fans," baseball Com- 
missioner 
Rob 
Manfred 
said in a statement. "The 
longstanding 
prohibition 
against betting on Major 
League Baseball games by 
those in the sport has been 
a bedrock principle for 
over a century. We have 
been clear that the privi- 
lege of playing in baseball 
comes with a responsibility 


to refrain from engaging 
in certain types of behav- 
ior that are legal for other 
people." 
Marcano is the first active 
major leaguer banned for 
life under the sport's gam- 
bling provision since New 
York Giants outfielder Jim- 
my O'Connell in 1924. Pete 
Rose, baseball's career hits 
leader, agreed to a lifetime 
ban in 1989 after an inves- 
tigation concluded he bet 
on Cincinnati Reds games 
while managing the team. 
Major 
League 
Rule 
21, 
posted in every clubhouse, 
states betting on any base- 
ball game in which a play- 
er, umpire, league official 
or team employee has no 
duty to perform results in a 
one-year suspension. Bet- 
ting on a game in which 
the person has a duty to 
perform results in a lifetime 
ban. 
Marcano became the sec- 
ond North American ath- 
lete banned for gambling 
in recent months. The NBA 
gave Toronto's Jontay Por- 
ter a lifetime ban in April af- 
ter concluding he disclosed 
confidential information to 
bettors and wagered on 
games, including on the 
Raptors to lose. 
MLB said it was tipped off 
in March about the betting 
activity by a legal sports 
betting 
operator. 
New 
monitoring measures put 
in place with MLB and the 


sportsbook triggered these 
wagers being flagged for 
attention, a person familiar 
with investigation told The 
Associated Press, speaking 
on condition of anonymity 
Tuesday because that de- 
tail was not announced. 
None of the players pun- 
ished played in any games 
on which they wagered, 
and all players denied to 
MLB they had inside infor- 
mation relevant to their 
bets or the games they 
gambled on – testimonies 
that MLB said aligned with 
data received from the 
sportsbook. 
In its announcement, MLB 
detailed the bets alleged 
for each player, 
Marcano's 
387 
baseball 
bets included international 
games and 231 MLB-relat- 
ed wagers for $87,319 from 
Oct. 16-23, 2022, and from 
last July 12 through Nov. 1. 
Twenty-five of those bets 
included wagers on Pirates 
games while he was on 
the team's major league 
roster. Now 24, Marcano, 
has not played since tear- 
ing his right ACL last July 24 
and was receiving medical 
treatment at PNC Park last 
year. 
Marcano bet almost ex- 
clusively on the outcomes 
of games and lost all of his 
parlay bets involving the 
Pirates, winning just 4.3% of 
all of his MLB-related bets. 
Marcano made his major 


league debut on April 1, 
2021, and has a .217 aver- 
age with five homers, 34 
RBIs and seven stolen bas- 
es in 149 games. He has 
played in both the infield 
and outfield. 
"While the thorough inves- 
tigation revealed no evi- 
dence of any games being 
compromised, influenced 
or manipulated in any way 
in this case, protecting the 
integrity of our game is par- 
amount," the Pirates said in 
a statement. 
The other four players did 
not bet on games involving 
their assigned teams. 
Kelly placed 10 bets on nine 
major league games from 
Oct. 5-17, 2021, while a mi- 
nor league player assigned 
to Houston's Triple-A Sugar 
Land farm team. The bets 
included wagers on out- 
comes, over/under on runs 
and an individual pitcher's 
strikeout total. Three of the 
nine games involved the 
major league Astros. His 
wagers totaled $99.22 and 
resulted in $28.30 of win- 
nings. 
Kelly, 31, was 3-2 with a 2.59 
ERA in 28 games this sea- 
son, last pitching on Satur- 
day at Atlanta. The former 
first-round draft pick ap- 
peared in 46 games over 
the past three seasons. 
Groome, 
a 
25-year-old 
who had been on a minor 
league injured list since 
mid-April, placed 32 MLB- 


related bets from July 22, 
2020, through July 24, 2021, 
including 24 on the Boston 
Red Sox major league team 
while he was assigned to 
Boston's High-A team in 
Greenville, South Carolina. 
The sport detailed he wa- 
gered $453.74 on 30 MLB 
games and had a net loss 
of $433.54, receiving pay- 
outs on only two wagers. His 
betting included parlays. 
Rodríguez, 23, has been at 
Double-A Reading this sea- 
son. He placed 31 bets on 
baseball on Sept. 30, 2021, 
and from June 5 through 
July 30 in 2022, including 28 
on MLB and three on col- 
lege baseball. The total in- 
cluded seven involving the 
Chicago White Sox at the 
time he was assigned to 
their Double-A team in Bir- 
mingham, Alabama. Two 
of the White Sox bets in- 
volved outcomes and the 
others were on runs scored. 
He bet $749.09 on base- 
ball, of which $724.09 was 
on MLB-related bets that 
included parlays. 
Saalfrank, 26, pitched in 
21 games for Arizona last 
year between the regular 
season and postseason, in- 
cluding three World Series 
games, and two this year 
before he was optioned 
to Triple-A Reno on May 1. 
He placed 29 baseball bets 
from Sept. 9 through Oct. 
29 in 2021 and on March 9, 
2022, including 28 on MLB 
and one parlay on col- 
lege baseball. He placed 
four bets on the big league 
Diamondbacks while on 
the injured list of their Low 
A farm team. His baseball 
bets totaled $445.87 on 
baseball, including $444.07 
on MLB, and lost $272.64 on 
MLB bets and $1.80 on the 
college wager. He won just 
five of 28 MLB bets, which 
included outcomes, runs 
and pitcher strikeouts.q 


This combination of 2024 file photo shows baseball players, from left, Tucupita Marcano, Jay 
Groome, Michael Kelly, Jose Rodríguez and Andrew Saalfrank. 
Associated Press 


